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to the proper quarter. Be sure that I will divulge nothing."
Thus encouraged Debendra Babu revealed his relations with Siraji, confessed that he had bribed Abdullah to administer a powerful drug to her, and expatiated on the very awkward predicament in which her sudden death had placed him.
Gobardhan listened with breathless attention and then remarked: " You have acted rightly in telling me the whole truth. I will perform a homa (burnt sacrifice) and verily believe that it will have the desired effect. Let me have Es. 200 and I will set about it at once."
Debendra Babu groaned inwardly at the thought of so heavy an expenditure; but after all, the prospect of escaping deadly peril was well worth Bs. 200. So he returned home and thence despatched the amount in currency notes to Grobardhan,
The astrologer spent about Ks. 5 on ghi (clarified butter), rice, and plantains for his homa sacrifice, and completed it in three days. Then he called on the police Sub-Inspector, who received him cordially. After the usual compliments had boon exchanged, Gobardhan asked how his host was faring,
" Things are not going well with me," was the reply. " Most of the people in these parts are miserably poor; and what I can extract from the well-to-do